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Memorial Day 
 

This year, Memorial Day will be celebrated on Monday, May 30th. This holiday is set aside to 
publicly honor and pray for the men and women of  our nation’s military  who have given their 
lives in the defense of our country.  
 
Unfortunately, for too many people, the holida y has become less than a time of prayer and 
honor. We are bombarded with “Memorial Day Sales”, parties, picnics and every other focus 
rather than on that of our fallen heroes. It ha s become merely a day off from work and a kick-off 
for summer. Without the sacrifices of those brave people who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country throughout its history, freedom at home and abroad would have been lost.  
 
With our military in peril with wars on two fr onts and stationed in countless places around the 
world, we owe the fallen our prayers and honor. It is the least we can do for their sacrifices to 
ensure the freedoms which we, all too often, take for granted. As they say, “Freedom isn’t free.” 
Someone has to pay the price and members of our military who died in the line of duty have 
done so for us.  
 
Our parish is blessed with many veterans. As a veteran myself, I know the sacrifices they have 
made. In battle, they suffered the horrific loss of countless comrades who were killed and not as 
lucky as the veterans who returned home to see their children and grandchildren grow up. I 
know of at least one parishioner who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor where he saw 2,335 of 
his comrades perish in the line of duty on one December morning in 1941.  
 
Parties, picnics and parades are fine, but, this year, let’s not let Memorial Day go by without 
first gathering to offer our prayers for the souls of the brave departed. At St. Priscilla, there will 
be the regular morning Mass at 8:00 am. I urge all members of our parish family, both young 
and old, to gather at the 8:00 Mass. I especially urge veterans to attend to give honor to and 
remember their fallen comrades. I even invite veterans to wear medals received, parts of 
uniforms or VFW or American Legion uniforms or hats to show solidarity with those friends lost 
in battle. Let’s make this Memorial Day memorable. 
 
As we gather on Memorial Day at 8:00 to implor e Almighty God’s eternal rest upon the fallen, 
your presence (or lack of) will show our Lord how grateful we are as a parish family of those 
who have sacrificed for us and of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice on the cross for our salvation. 

 
 May God bless our veterans, both living and deceased.  

 

Fr. Idzi Stacherczak & Fr. Marcin G�áadysz 

 

Although no sculptured marble should rise to their memory,  
nor engraved stone bear record of their deeds,  

yet will their remembrance be as lasting  
as the land they honored.  

 ~Daniel Webster  
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ECHO Chicago is a Theology of the Body Summer 
Camp where young adults unpack and process the 
themes of prayer, identity and the mission to love.  
 
Invited are entering High School Juniors and Seniors, 
as well as graduating Seniors and young adults. Due 
to space, overall balance or male/female ratio and 
other factors, the camps are necessarily limited.  
 
Please visit www.RespectLifeChicago.org to get 
more information and to register. Everyone who 
applies will be considered, but not all may be 
accepted for this summer's camp. For more 
information call, 312-534-5355 or 
email: rpingoy@archchicago.org. 

On Sunday, May 15, we celebrated a special Mass commemorating the 72nd Anniversary of the Battle at Monte 
Cassino and honoring the Polish 5th Kresowa Infantry Division combatants, as well as the Polish Army Veterans 

Association in America (SWAP) . Thank you for your service! The main celebrant of the Mass was Fr. Marcin Gładysz, 
our Associate Pastor. 

W niedziele, 15go maja, celebrowaliśmy 72-ga rocznice Bitwy pod Monte Cassino oraz uhonorowaliśmy 
Kombatantów z 5-tej Kresowa Dywizja Piechoty jak również Stowarzyszenie Weteranów Armii Polskiej w Ameryce 

(SWAP). Głównym celebransem tej uroczystej Mszy św. był ks. Marcin Gładysz, wikariusz par. św. Pryscylli.  
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